Medical and surgical management of esophageal foreign body in a ferret.
A ferret was examined because of anorexia, repeated episodes of regurgitation, and subsequent dehydration. Radiography had revealed a radiodense midesophageal foreign body. Results of endoscopy of the esophagus, however, could not confirm the diagnosis. Contrast radiography revealed esophageal perforation, with subsequent penetration of the foreign body into the right pleural space, causing pleural effusion. Surgical repair of the esophagus was performed, and a gastrostomy feeding tube was inserted to provide adequate nutrition during esophageal healing. Nine days after surgery, radiography revealed a severe stricture at the esophageal surgical site. Surgery was repeated; the esophagus was transected, the stricture was removed, and esophageal tissues were closed in 2 layers. Systemically administered antibiotics and gastrostomy tube feedings were continued throughout the post-operative healing period. The esophagus healed with a mild stricture that diminished over time in response to corticosteroid administration.